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2014 Scholarship Awards: $146,300

“It makes me happy to know that the 
educational pursuits of strong and 

independent woman are being 
recognized and supported by 

members of the community.” Michelle

Dionne Essie, scholarship recipient  Daisy Alcala-Marquez, scholarship recipient  and 
Andrea Cantlon, Allocations Committee member

Tawni DePaoli, scholarship recipient 
with her twin sons   

To support the NWF mission of inspiring 
achievement in local women and families, this 

year the Nevada Women’s Fund awarded 

$146,300 in educational scholarships to 65 

northern Nevada women, benefiting 55 children.

Women from different backgrounds, 

ethnicities and ages were awarded with this 

year’s eldest scholarship recipient being 61 

and the youngest being 18. Many recipients 

are re-entry women, non-traditional students 
or single mothers who have not had the op-

portunity to complete their education due to 
domestic or financial constraints.

In an effort to make a significant impact 
on the lives of students and relieve stress from 

financial burden, the scholarship amounts 
ranged from $1,000 to $5,000.  “We wanted to 

make the biggest impact on a student’s life,” 
said Jodi Schoenbachler, Chair of the NWF 

Allocations Committee.   

The scholarship recipients expressed their 
gratitude upon receiving their awards with 

grateful smiles, motivational stories and joyous 
tears.  

“It makes me happy to know that the 

educational pursuits of strong and hopeful 
woman are being recognized and supported by 

members of the community,” said Michelle.  

“I’m exceedingly grateful to all the donors and 
Nevada Women’s Fund.    

Since 1982, the Nevada Women’s Fund 

has awarded $3.3 million in scholarships to 
1,415 recipients in our community.  Though 

the dollar amount is significant, the impact of 

educating women goes beyond a measurable 

scope.  

Amy Biel Scholarship funded by
Dermody Properties Foundation $2,500

Victoria Brown

Bill & Dottie Raggio Scholarship $3,601.99
Jeannette Smith & Sandra Villalvazo

Bill & Moya  Lear Charitable 
Foundation Scholarship $1,091.97

Maria Frewert

 Charles H. Stout Foundation
Scholarship $17,576.46

Michelle Bolander, Adriana Goanzalez-Perez, 
Katylynn Hymas, Brandie King, Aundrea Ogushi,
Liset Puentes, Alexandria Snow & Karen Thiele

Charlotte L. MacKenzie Scholarship $6,203.58
Julie Bean, Sharon Epps & Kylie Vizzusi

Cyril T. Hofmeister, Jr. Scholarship $1,000
Natalie Potter

Derrivan/Rinaldo Scholarship $616.93
Filiz Gozenman

Dorothy Blakey Scholarship $6,629.82
Jenipher Ashby, Maria Frewert & Terri-Ann Nuckolls

E.L. Cord Foundation Scholarship $26,503
Allison Blair, Tiffany Bressem, Breanna Denne,

Kayla Franklin, Maria Jiminez-Ortiz, Elysse Kompaniez,
Monet Matteoni, Maribel Ramirez, Joradan Tice, 

Iris West,  Amanda White & Stacy Wong

E.W.B. Math & Science Scholarship $10,579.10
Jessica Casey, Lori Collier, Heather Green, 

Clarissa McIntyre & Jaclyn Stephens

Faralie S. Spell Memorial Scholarship $1,000
Araceli Alcaraz

Frankie Sue Del Papa Scholarship $897.64
Kylie Vizzusi 

Fritsi H. Ericson Scholarship $1,000
Julia Caylor

Guild Family Law Scholarship $1,183.73
Bridgette Gilboy

Helaine Greenberg “55 and Alive” Scholarship $642
Betty Davis

IGT  $2,500
Dionne Essie

Jan Evans Memorial Scholarship $1,795.96
Amy Ghilieri

Jeanne T. Shearer Scholarship $6,525.01
Tammy Johnson, Ilse Perez-Herrera & Artrhi Sachdev

Jennifer Satre Scholarship $1,616.14
Feliz Gozenman

Joseph & Evelyn Lombardi Family Scholarship $3,000
Amy Wetherbee

Continued on page 3

 

  

 

Among the scholarship recipients are 

aspiring doctors, nurses, engineers, teach-

ers, social workers, lawyers, public service 

professionals, scientists and so much more 

— our future community leaders.  
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President’s  Letter Grant Updates: A Community Affair

Isabelle Rodriguez Wilson, President and CEO 
Photo by: LSN Studios

 Each year individual donors, 

foundations and corporate supporters 

advance the NWF mission of inspiring 
achievement in women and families of 

northern Nevada. Your support and 

involvement, as dedicated community 

donors and enthusiasts has sustained the 

Nevada Women’s Fund’s programs since 

1982. In our rich 32 year history, your 

generosity has awarded $6.6 million to the 

education and service support of our 

community. 

The Nevada Women’s Fund is eager to 

continue its legacy of improving the lives 

of local women and families with the help 

of our passionate board members and 

donors. I look forward to seeing the 

success we have in future years in inspiring 
achievement.

You have positively impacted the lives 

of aspiring students, mothers, women and 

children. On behalf of the NWF board and 

staff, thank you for inspiring many to 

achieve their highest potential.

2014 Grant Awards: $103,700

NWF Giving Circle 
The Gift of  a New Beginning & Safe Home 

Donor Directed Grants: $12,580

Assistance League-Operation School Bell
(Dorothy Lemelson/LEAP)

Nevada Women’s History project”
(Catherine Bertini Grant)

Terry Lee Wells Nevada Discovery Museum
(Ericson Family Fund)

Nevada Women’s History Project
(Jean Ford Grant)

NWF Community Grants: $40,195

Access to Healthcare Network

Assistance League of Reno Sparks

CARE Chest

Northern NV Center for Independent Living

Northern NV Children’s Cancer Foundation

Trauma Intervention Program of Northern Nevada

Women & Children Center of the Sierra

NWF Giving Circle Grant: $50,925

CAAW (Committee to Aid Abused Women)

The Nevada Women’s Fund is proud to 
support local non-profit organizations and 

community-oriented programs dedicated to 
providing needed services to northern  

Nevada’s women and families.  

This year, the Fund awarded $103,700 
to local non-profits through donor directed 

grants and the NWF community grant pro-
gram. In doing so we have assisted those in 

need, advanced educational endeavors, pro-
moted health care, increased community 
involvement and much more.  

Since 1983, $3.3 million in grant funds 

have been awarded to 145 community 
organizations providing assistance to 

women and children in northern Nevada.   

Through NWF grant initiatives we have 
made it a community affair to assist a wide 

range of areas including the prevention of 
violence against women and children, pre-

vention of adolescent pregnancy, support 
services for the disabled, childcare, education 

and mentoring programs, English as a sec-
ond language, health care and medical assis-

tance to low income, underprivileged families 
and senior citizens. 

There is no greater honor than to build 
up the lives of our neighbors and to inspire 

our community to achieve. Thank you for 
making northern Nevada community a 

priority. 

The NWF Giving Circle, is a group of 

philanthropic women and dedicated sup-

porters of the NWF. They elect to take the 

commitment of inspiring achievement one 

step further by joining together to make a 

larger impact on northern Nevada. They 

focus on bringing awareness and preventa-

tive measures to areas of community need.  

The NWF Giving Circle prides itself 

on having a go-big-or-go-home attitude on 

giving, with awards ranging from $10,000 

to $70,000. Since its establishment in 2008, 

the NWF Giving Circle has awarded 

$620,000 to six organizations. They have 

focused their attention on providing safe 

and healthy living situations. 

In 2014 the NWF Giving Circle exclu-

sively elected CAAW (Committee to Aid 

 The NWF Giving Circle seeks to expand 

its group. They invite other women to get 
involved and participate in strengthening and 

empowering the community.  To become a 

member of the NWF Giving Circle please 
contact the Nevada Women’s Fund at 

info@nevadawomensfund.org  or call  775- 

786-2335. 

In 2014, together, we awarded 

$250,000 in educational scholarships and 

grants to community non-profits. Twelve 

non-profit organizations received grants 

and 65 students received scholarships. The 

impact you make is significant,  as we 

change lives, open doors and empower 

women and families for a brighter future, 

ultimately improving and strengthening 

northern Nevada. 

Abused Women) as the recipient of a 

$50,925 award.  CAAW has assisted more 

than 70,000 victims of family violence in our 

community. The award is directed to fund 

Project Next Step, a program designed to 

transition women and their families between 

CAAW’s supportive housing programs and 

independent sustainable community living. 



3

Board of Directors  

Debby Herman, Chair
Dawn Ahner, Vice Chair
Carla Pierson, Recorder

Lynda Ribaudo, Treasurer
Michele Attaway, Immediate Past Chair

Isabelle Rodriguez Wilson, President

Lindsay Anderson
Carolyn Barbash
Alexia Bratiotis
Amanda Burden
Kristen Burgess

Ann Burns
Beth Cooney

Jennifer Crowe
Patty Downs
Tiffany East
Kerry Eaton

Heidi Gansert
Frieda Hulka
Denise Kline

Eugenia Larmore
Diane Mancini

Sandy Marz
Patricia Morales
Joey Orduna-

Hastings
Sabrina Pellett
Lesley Pittman

Linda Rosenthal
Lisa Ruggerio

Jodi Schoenbachler
Kelly Ann Scott
Maria Sheehan
Candie Slider

Allison Smithson
Kelli Vandenberg

Dawn Welsh

 

  

LEAP for Success 
Dorothy Lemelson’s 

Continued Support of  

Northern Nevada  

Scholarship Recipients’ Courage for Change
 Change can be an intimidating yet empowering concept for those seeking a better life. Can I 
do it; am I deserving of it; is it possible? These are the questions many scholarship applicants ex-

amine before pursuing higher education and a new career. 

Strength and courage are common traits of our scholarship recipients looking to re -engineer 
themselves and the structure of their life, especially for first -generation and non-traditional stu-

dents like Bridgette Gilboy and Betty Davis. As hopeful women who envision a better life for 
themselves and those of their families, Gilboy and Davis embody the profile of the NWF scholar-

ship recipients.  

Likewise, 61 year-old Betty Davis experienced many hardships growing up in an alcoholic 
family and later marrying two men who became addicted to drugs and alcohol. For most of her 

life, Davis sustained physical and emotional violence both domestic and familial. While raising four 
productive children as a single mom, she sacrificed her own happiness working odd -end jobs to 

support her family.  Davis is a student at the University of Nevada, Reno.   

As our eldest scholarship recipient, Davis exemplifies great strength and courage to change 

her life. After marrying the love of her life, Charles, she has gained the confidence and independ-

ence to chase her dreams. “It is never too late to turn your life around,” said Davis. Her compas-

sion and empathy for others, has led her to pursue a career in social work. “I have decided to dedi-

cate the remainder of my days helping those who may be experiencing those challenges I have 

faced,” said Davis.  

Despite their age difference, it took courage to change. Courage to reverse the cycle, courage 

to hope, courage to achieve and courage to become a role model and inspiration for others. These 

women make inspiring achievement an honor.  

2014 NWF Scholarship Awards:  $146,300 
Margaret Eddelman O’Donnell Scholarship $1,302.23 

Sandra Villalvazo 

Martha H. Jones Scholarship $9,665.76 
Bety Davis, Bridgette Gilboy, 

Tiffany Klehans & Brittney Osborn 

Meggin McIntosh Scholarship $1,500 
Carolyn Perez 

Melanie Watkins Scholarship $1,000 
Julia Caylor 

Northern Nevada Nursing Scholarship $1,214.15 
Cassandra Starr 

Northern NV Women in Technology Forum $1,850 
Leana Garcia 

Pauline Helms Scholarship $466.42 
Dionne Essie 

Peg Murphy Scholarship $1,506.49 
Robin Douglas 

Peggy & Milton Glick Scholarship $1,116.90 
Amy Wetherbee 

Provenza Family Trust Scholarship $2,000 
Pamela Olivares and Natalie Potter 

Ross & Dorothy Ballard Scholarship $4,000 
Laila Kazemi & Jeannette McGinley 

Sandra Daugherty Scholarship $1,700.23 
Tawni DePaoli 

Sher & Gary Muhonen Scholarship $2,058.11 
Banafsheh Rekabdar 

Sue Wagner Scholarship $3,080.10 
Daisy Alcala-Marquez & Maci McLauchlin 

Terry Lee Wells Scholarship $1,000
Julie Bean 

The Davis Family Scholarship $3,409.53
Sarah Hand and Brittney Osborn

Tim & Joelle Jay Scholarship $1,000
Mary Hyacinth Carreon

TimkenSturgis Scholarship $1,000
Caroline Perez 

 

  As a dedicated community enthusiast, 

Dorothy Lemelson’s involvement and 

contribution to northern Nevada and the 

Nevada Women’s Fund are a statement of her 

passion for inspiring achievement in young 

people.  Her philanthropic nature and desire 

to provide youth with opportunities for 

success led to the establishment of her NWF 
endowed fund, Lemelson Education and 

Assistance Program (LEAP).   

 For many years, LEAP has helped girls get 

a head start or leap in life through education 

and mentor programs in northern Nevada. 

Over the years, Dorothy has forwarded the 

mission of advancing education in our 
community.  

 One of the many beneficiaries of her 
philanthropy include The Assistance League of 

Reno Sparks where she has funded Operation 

School Bell, an important and needed program 

that provides underprivileged youth with 

needed clothes, shoes and hygiene kits.   

 Thank you Dorothy Lemelson and LEAP 
for empowering northern Nevada youth !  

NWF Board  Alumnae Scholarship $8,425
Leana Garcia, Maria Jimenez-Ortiz,

Kelly Klinger, Megan Jackling, 
Bridget West, Iris West 

NWF Scholarship $2,505.03 
Breanna Denney, Michelle Bolander, Laila Kazemi,

Monet Matteoni, Cassandra Starr, Karen Thiele,
Jordan Tice, & Jenipher Ashby 

Women inTechnology Scholarship $622.03
Tawni DePaoli

Meet Bridgette & Betty: 

Eighteen year-old, Gilboy was exposed to abuse, neglect and poverty as a child. “My biologi-

cal mother was a prostitute and she had a mental disease,” said Gilboy. Bridgette was forced to 
steal food from stores and school in order to feed her younger siblings and herself. Prior to being 

adopted, Gilboy did not have high hopes; her dream was to become a grocery store bagger. After 
her adoption in 2008, Gilboy received the support, love and education she needed to understand 

the endless opportunities ahead. This year, Gilboy graduated with honors from high school and is 

attending  Great Basin College this fall. Her dream is to become a criminal prosecuting attorney. “I 

want to help people and show them they CAN change their fate and do amazing things,” said 
Gilboy.  
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2014 Power of  the Purse 
November 21 | 5 -9 p.m. 
Downtown Reno Ballroom.  

Pre-sale Tickets - $40 | At the door - $45 

2015 NWF Board Alumnae 
February 3 | 5 -7p.m. 

Aura Lounge | Silver Legacy  

2015  Salaute to Women of  Achievement  
May 28  | 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

The Nugget— Rose Ballroom 
Tickets - $125 | Table of 10 - $1,250 

YES ! I WANT TO INSPIRE ACHIEVEMENT  IN HOPEFUL WOMEN & FAMILIES TODAY

  $1,000        $500        $250     $100 
 
  Other  _________       Enclosed check  
 
Credit Card # ____-____-____-____ Exp._____ 
 
    VISA         MC        DISCOVER 
   Please keep my gift anonymous 
 
Name on Card: ___________________________ 
 
Signature: _______________________________ 
 
Date: __________________________________ 

 

Checks payable to: 
Nevada Women’s Fund 

770 Smithridge Drive—Ste 300 

Reno, NV  89502 

The Nevada Women’s Fund is a Nevada 

corporation and IRS designated 501(c)(3) 

tax-exempt organization formed to 

strengthen its community through 

education scholarships and community 

grant making.  Your  generous donation 

may be tax deductible.  

Federal Tax # 94 -1286-0375 

Our Mission                               
The Nevada Women’s Fund is dedicated to strengthening 

its community by empowering women to improve their 

lives and those of their families. We identify critical social 

needs and address those needs through scholarships and 

community grant making.  

I would like to inspire achievement  by: 

Making a general donation to support 

NWF’s mission of inspiring 
achievement in women and families. 

Forming a restricted scholarship in the 

amount of $1,500 annually.  

Becoming a member of the NWF Giving 

Circle by making a minimum 3-year 

pledge of $2,500 or more annually  to 

award grant funds for needed 

community services. 

Establishing an endowment account with a 

minimum and principal donation of 

$10,000 held in perpetuity. 

Like us on Facebook, stay up-to-date on events and view photos!  

Nevada Women’s Fund
770 Smithridge Drive—Ste 300

Reno, NV 89502 
Tel: (775) 786-2335 

Fax: (775) 786-8152  
Info@nevadawomensfund.org
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